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FIRST REY O@ MN EF: 


Preſented the 16th Day of October, 1788. 


MR. SPEAKER, 


OUR Committee appointed to examine into, and report to the 
Houſe, the various allegations and charges which, by the letters 
of our Agent, and the Minutes of the Houſe of Commons of Great- 
Britain, appear to be contained in a great number of petitions pre- 
ſented to that Honourable Houſe, on the ſubject of the Slave-Trade, 
and the treatment of the Negroes in this, and the reſt of His Majeſty's 
ſugar colonies; to report the proceedings and reſolutions of the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament thereon; and further to conſider whether it may be 
proper for the Houſe to adopt any, and what, meaſures on this im- 
portant occaſion, and to report their opinion thereon to the Houſe, 
do report as follows:. i 


THAT it appears to the Committee, from the Minutes of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, that petitions have been preſented from different 
corporations, and reſpectable bodies of men in Great-Britain, praying 
the interpoſition of Parliament in aboliſhing the Slave- Trade ; where- 
in many of the ſaid petitioners, not content with ſtating various abuſes 
in the tranſportation of negroes from Africa, have ventured to bring 
forward many general, unqualified allegations, in reſpect of the con- 
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dition and treatment of the ſlaves employed in the cultivation of this, 
and others of His Majeſty's colonies in the Weſt-Indies; charging, 
that the people ſo employed are either expoſed to the arbitrary will of 
avaricious and unfeeling taſkmaſters, without any protection, or means 
of redreſs, even in caſes of the moſt atrocious injury; or placed under 


the dominion of a moſt mercileſs and tyrannical ſyſtem of laws; that 
theſe Jaws are executed with rigour and brutality ; that our ſlaves are 


deſtroyed in a few years, by long and painful labour, and a want of 
the common neceſlaries of life; and that the reſult of ſuch treatment 


is, that our ſlaves decreaſe, inſtead of increaſing, in a climate perfectly 


congenial to their own. 


AND it further appears to the Committee, that, in conſequence of 
ſuch petitions, the Houſe of Commons did, on the gth of May laſt, 


come to the following reſolution :—T hat this Houſe will, early in the 


next ſeſſion of Parliament, proceed to take into conſideration the circum- 


flances of the SlavesTrage, complained of in the petitions now lying upon 


the table, and what may be jit to be done thereon :''—and that a bill was 
brought in, for providing certain temporary regulations, reſpecting the 
tranſportation of ſlaves in Britiſh bottoms from the coaſt of Africa; 
which bill has fince paſſed into a law. 1 . 


Tur Committee are of opinion, that the principle of the ſaid act 


of the Britiſh Parliament is founded in juſtice, humanity, and necel-- 
ſity ; and that the proviſions adopted therein, when further matured 
by the wiſdom of Parliament, muſt ultimately prove highly beneficial 
to the ſugar colonies, inaſmuch as it 1s notorious, that veſſels have 


been frequently crowded with a greater number of negroes than they 


ought in prudence to have contained. And it is the opinion, of the 
Committee, that the wiſdom and authority of Parliament might be 
beneficially exerted, in further regulations of the African commerce; 
particularly, in preventing the detention of ſhips on the coaſt; in pro- 
hibiting the purchaſe of ſlaves who ſhall appear to have been kid- 
napped, or deprived of liberty contrary to the uſage and cuſtom of 
Africa; and in compelling the ſaid ſhips to tranſport an equal number 
of both ſexes, and to provide ventilators, and a ſufficient quantity of 
proviſions, eſpecially water. It ſeems not to be underſtood in Great- 
Britain, that the inhabitants of the Weſt-India iſlands have no concern 
in the ſhips trading to Africa :—The African trade is purely a Britiſh 
X 5 trade, 
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trade, carried on by Britiſh ſubjects, reſiding in Great-Britain, on ca- 
pitals of their own the connexion and intercourſe between the 
planters of this Hand, and the merchants of Great-Britain trading to 
Africa, extend no further than the mere purchaſe of what Britiſh acts 
of Parliament have declared to be legal objects of purchaſe. 


Tur Committee are further of opinion, that as to the charges and 
allegations brought againſt us, with regard to the treatment and ſitua- 
tion of ſlaves in this iſland, it is neceſſary, and eaſy, to diſprove the 
ſame, by demonſtrating, 1ſt, that negroes in this iſland are under the 
protection of lenient and falutary laws, ſuited to their ſituation and 
circumſtances ;—2dly, that the ſlave- laws are executed with humanity, 
mildneſs, and mercy ;—3dly, that the laws have made proviſions, to 
grant ſlaves days of reſt, and to prevent their being in want of the ne- 
ceſſaries of life ;—and, 4thly, that the decreaſe of our ſlaves does not 


_ ariſe from the cauſes alledged in the petitions preſented to the Britiſh 


Houſe of Commons, but from various other cauſes not imputable to 
us, and which the people in Great-Britain do not ſeem to compre- 
head.” Tn „„ 


Ax p the Committee are of opinion, that to diſprove the ſaid charges 
and allegations, it 1s proper to recommend to the Houle, to grant to 


the Committee power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records, and 


to examine all perſons that ſhall come before them, in the moſt ſolemn 


manner. 


ORDERED, That the ſaid Committee have power to ſend for perſons, 
papers, and records, and to examine all perſons that ſhall come before them 
in the moft ſolemn manner.  — 
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SECOND REPORT: 


Preſented the 12th Day of November, 1788. 


MR. SPEAKER, 


Y OUR Committee appointed to examine into, and report to the 


Houle, the various allegations and charges which, by the letters 
of our Agent, and the Minutes of the Houſe of Commons of Great- 
Britain, appear to be contained in a great number of petitions pre- 
ſented to that Honourable Houſe, on the ſubje& of the Slave-Trade, 


and the treatment of the negroes in this, and the reſt of His Majeſty's 


ſugar colonies : and for other purpoſes ;—have, in purſuance of the 


powers granted them by the Houſe on their firſt report, proceeded to 
collect evidence to diſprove the ſaid charges and allegations, by demon- 


ſtrating ;—1ſt, That negroes in this iſland are under the protection of lenient. 
and falutary laws, ſuited to their ſituation and circumſtances.— 


O this ſubject we have to obſerve, that it appears by the letters 


of our Agent, that certain heads of enquiry were tranſmitted to him 


a few months ago, from a Committee of the Lords of His Majeſty's 
Moſt Honourable Privy Council, many of which related to the con- 
dition and government of our ſlaves; and, in anſwer thereto, an ab- 
ſtract of moſt of our ancient ſlave-laws were laid before their Lord- 
ſhips; to which, if neceſſary, reference may be had; “ but it ſeems 

9 5 not 


* Mr. ForTLER can attribute the above remark to nothing, but his not having been 
ſufficiently explicit in communicating to the Committee of Correſpondence all the 28 
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not to have been underſtood by our Agent, that in 1781, many of 
thoſe laws were repealed, and all the ſubſiſting laws and clauſes. of 


laws reſpecting the order and government of ſlaves were conſolidated 


and brought into one a&:— This act is known. by the name of 
The Conſolidated Slave Act; and, having expired on the 3 iIſt day of 
December 1784, has ſince been renewed, with amendments. By the 
ſaid act of 1781, Clauſes 2d and 3d, all poſſeſſors of plantations are 
obliged, under the penalty of . 50. to allot proviſion grounds for each 


of their ſlaves, to allow them ſufficient time to work the ſame, and 


alſo to keep in proper cultivation one acre of land at leaſt for every four 
negroes in plaintain-walk and ground-proviſions, excluſive of the ne- 
groes grounds; and in caſe the owners or poſſeſſors have not lands 
proper for that purpoſe, they are required to make ſome other ample 
proviſion for the ſupport of their ſlaves. _ | 


By Clauſe 4th it is enacted, that every maſter, owner, or poſ- | 


ſeſſor of ſlaves ſhall, under the ſame penalty, provide and give to each 


ſlave proper and ſufficient cloathing, to be approved of by the juſtices 
and veſtry of the pariſh. | 1 * 


By Clauſe 5th, ſlaves giving information of thefts or other crimes 
and miſdemeanors are entitled to pecuniary rewards; which is one 


proof, among others, that our laws conſider ſlaves as capable of holdin 


property, and will protect them therein. 


By Clauſe 6th, the penalty of C. 100. is laid on any maſter or owner 


' who ſhall mutilate or diſmember any ſlave or ſlaves. 


By Clauſe 7th it is enacted, that in caſe any perſon ſhall mutilate 
any ſlave the property of another, ſuch further puniſhment ſhould be 


inflicted, excluſive of the aforeſaid fine, as the Court ſhould think 


proper; and at fame time the owner of the injured ſlave is allowed to 


purſue his remedy for damages at common law. 


ſtances of every ſtep he had taken in relation to the Petitions preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons for the abolition of the Slave- Trade ; as it appears by the Extract of the Laws 
of Jamaica, from the year 1086 to the year 1784, which he made with no ſmall degree 
of labour and pains, and which he laid before the Lords of the Committee laſt year, there 
are not leſs than forty references to the firſt Conſolidated Act of 1781, ſtating the ſeveral 
alterations of the Laws reſpecting the Government of the ſlaves, down to the year 1784, 
when that Act expired, and when the foundation was laid for the ſecond and third Conſoli- 
dated Acts, the laſt of which is to continue in force till the iſt of December 1791. 


By 


FF” 


By Clauſe 8th, any perſon wantonly beating a ſlave, not his own 
property, is liable to be indicted for the ſame, and punithed by fine and 


impriſonment. 


By Clauſe 28th, further ee was given to flaves by altering the 
mode of trial of fuck as ſtood charged with capital offences; for, by 
former laws, ſuch trials were directed to be held before two juſtices and 
three freeholders indiſcriminately choſen, whereas by the ſaid act of 
1781 it was enacted, that the freeholders on ſuch trials ſhould be 
choſen by ballot, and out of a number not leſs than five. 


Wuzn we reflect that many of theſe clauſes were proviſions of our 


ancient laws; and, in particular, that the penalty on the maſter who 
| ſhould mutilate or diſmember his ſlave, was enacted fo long ago as the 
year 1717; and when we conſider further, that the ſaid act of 1781 
Was in full force until 31ift December 1784; we cannot ſufficiently 


expreſs our aſtoniſhment and concern, that reſpectable bodies of men 


ſhould have ſubſcribed their names to allegations, which a little enquiry 


muſt have convinced them were totally groundleſs. 


ON the 31ſt December ll. the Conſolidated Slave-Law of 1781 
(as hath been already obſerved) expired; and it appears, by the Mi- 
nutes of the Houſe, that on the 2oth day of October 1784, a com 
mittee was appointed to bring in a bill to revive and continue the ſame; 
but ſo many improvements and amendments were propoſed, for giving 


further protection and ſecurity to ſlaves, particularly in the mode of 
trial for capital offences, that it was thought adviſeable to diſperſe 


throughout the iſland printed copies of the new bill, with the in- 


tended alterations, in order that the full ſenſe of the country thereon 


might be collected, againſt the next ſeſſion of Aſſembly. Much prefling 
bulineſs prevented its paſſing into a law in 1785 and 1786; and in 
1787 the Aſſembly was diſſolved :—but the new Aſſembly, which met 


in October 1787, among the firſt objects of their attention, took the 


ſubject into their conſideration, and paſſed the Conſolidated Slave-Bill 
which is now in force ; wherein, among other improvements and amend- 


ments to the act of 1781, it may be ſufficient to enumerate the fol- 
lowing : 


By Clauſe 4th, regulations are made to prevent ſlaves being deſerted 
in future by their owners, on account of age and infirmity; and, by a 


ſubſequent 
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1 
ſubſequent clauſe, the juſtices and veſtry of each town and pariſh are 


empowered to lay a tax upon the inhabitants, for providing food, 
medical care, and attendance, on flaves already deferted by their 


owners, and who are diſabled from labour by fickneſs, old age, or 


otherwiſe. And, in order more effectually to enforce the regulations 
of former laws, reſpecting the ſubſiſtence and cloathing of ſlaves, it is 
enacted, by Clauſe 6th, That every maſter, owner, or attorney, ſhall, 
under a penalty of fifty pounds, give in to the veſtry, on oath, an 
account of the quantity of land in ground proviſions (over and above 
the negro grounds), for the uſe of their ſlaves; or, in caſe there are 
not lands proper for the purpoſe, an account on oath of the means 
adopted for the maintenance and ſupport of their ſlaves; and alſo, 
under the like penalty, give in an account of the cloathing actually ſerved 


to each ſlave. 


By Clauſe gth, the penalty on perſons mutilating or diſmembering 


their ſlaves is encreaſed, by adding to the fine of G. 100. inflicted by 


former laws, the puniſhment of impriſonment, not exceeding twelve 
months; and, in certain caſes, mutilated flaves are to be declared 
free: - and in all ſuch caſes the Court is authorized to direct, that the 
fine of {.100. be paid over to the juſtices and veſtry of the pariſh, 
who, in conſideration thereof, are to allow to ſuch ſlave declared free, 
ten pounds per annum for maintenance and ſupport, during life. By 
the ſame clauſe the juſtices and veſtry are appointed a council of pro- 
tection, for the purpoſes of making full enquiry into the mutilation of 


haves, and for proſecuting to effect ſuch owner or owners as may have 


been guilty thereof. And by Clauſe 1oth it is enacted, That in caſe 
any information is made before any juſtice of the peace, that any ſlave 
or ſlaves is or are mutilated and confined, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
ſuch juſtice of the peace, and he is required, to iſſue his warrant to the 
marſhal or conſtable, to bring the ſlave or ſlaves before him for in- 
ſpection. By this regulation the power of concealment is endeavoured 
to be taken from the owner; for, as it is not required that the in- 
formation ſhould be on oath, the magiſtrate is enabled to obtain a view 


of the fact, on evidence which, in other caſes, is, and ought to be, 
inadmiſſible. a 


| By Clauſe 11th, it is enacted, That if any perſon ſhall murder any 


{lave, 


8 8 1 


ſlave, whether his own property or not, he ſhall ſuffer death for ſuch 


conduct; and that the puniſhment of death may follow an abuſe of 
his authority. 5 ds 


offence. 
AND, in order more effectually to prevent the deſtruction of ne- 2 
groes, by exceſſive labour and unreaſonable puniſhments, the ſurgeon 1 
of every plantation, by a ſubſequent clauſe is required to give in, on 1 
i} oath, to the juſtices and veſtry, an annual account of the decreaſe and 3 
0 encreaſe of the ſlaves of ſuch plantation, with the cauſes of ſuch de- a 
„ creaſe, to the beſt of his knowledge, judgment, and belief.— On this 1 
4 head, the Committee cannot but remark, how tender and cautious = 
i every rational manager muſt neceſſarily be, in the puniſhments which = 
| he adminiſters, who conſiders that he has a reſident inſpector into his n 
I 


NEe1THER does the law extend its protection to the induſtrious and 
faithful negro oaly ; proviſion is made for the ſupport of ſuch fugitives 
and criminals as are apprehended and lodged in the gaols and work- 

| houſes of this iſland ; the daily allowance of good and wholeſome 
food, required by Clauſe 3 iſt to be given to every ſlave in confinement, 
being abundantly liberal, and, as we conceive, unexampled in moſt 
other countries, to unhappy perſons in ſimilar circumſtances. 


4 
14 
14 
N 
1 


2 
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HAvING thus briefly ſtated the protection which the laws of this 
iſland have provided for our flaves, in the grand circumſtance of per- 
ſonal ſafety; we now proceed to the ſecond head, namely to prove, 
&« that the flave-laws in this ifland are executed with humanity, mildneſs, 
and mercy.” By the {lave-laws here alluded to, we underſtand the laws, 
and clauſes of laws, which aſſign penalties and puniſhments on ſuch 
offences and tranſgreſſions of our ſlaves as affect the public: and, in 
order to obtain the fulleſt information on this head, we have called on 
the ſeveral clerks of the peace of the different precincts and pariſhes, 
for returns of all trials of flaves, with the charges, conviction, and 
puniſhment ſeverally had thereon, for ſeveral years laſt paſt, viz. from 
the 1ſt of January 1784, to the 3oth of September 1788: From theſe 
returns, we are enabled to ſtate the following circumſtances : — 
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Ix the pariſhes and precinct of Saint Catherine, Saint John, Saint 
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one execution, in the ſaid interval: 


[E443 


Dorothy, and Saint Thomas in the Vale, containing. 21 772 ſlaves, 


the number of capital convictions and executions were four only, in the 
ſaid interval: bs | | 


In the pariſh of Saint Andrew, containing 9, 613 ſlaves, we find only 
IN the pariſhes and precinct of Saint Thomas in the Eaſt and Saint 
David, containing 23,373 ſlaves, the number of capital convictions and 


executions were ten, in the faid interval : 


In the pariſhes and precinct of St. Mary and Saint George, con- 


taining 22, 194 ſlaves, the number of capital convictions and executions. 


were four, in the ſaid interval: 988 


In the pariſh of Saint Ann, containing 13, 324 ſlaves, the number of 


capital convictions and executions were two, in the ſaid interval: 


In the pariſh of Trelawny, containing 19,318 ſlaves, the aumber 


of capital convictions and executions were ſeven, in the faid interval: 


In the pariſh of Saint James, containing 18, 546 ſlaves, the number 


of capital convictions and executions were three, in the ſaid interval: 


In the pariſh of Hanover, containing 17,612 ſlaves, the number of 
capital convictions and executions were two, in the ſaid interval: 


In the pariſh of Weſtmoreland, containing 16,700 ſlaves, the num 


ber of capital convictions and executions were four, in the ſaid in- 


terval: 


Ix the pariſh of Saint Elizabeth, containing 13, 280 ſlaves, the 
number of capital convictions and executions were eight, in the ſaid 
interval: | e 


IN the pariſhes and precinct of Clarendon and Vere, containing 
22, 234 ſlaves, the number of capital convictions and executions were 
ſeven, in the ſaid interval: 


In the ſeveral towns and pariſhes of Kingſton, Port- Royal, and 
Portland, containing 12,928 ſlaves, there do not appear to be any ca- 
pital convictions within the ſaid period; but the records of trials in 
the town of Kingſton, previous to 1787, are not to be found. 
5 | C Tur 


11 


Tur total appears to be, 52 executions in 4 years and 9 months, 


which is not more than 11 per annum for the laſt five years, out of 


210, 894 flaves:—a proof of lenity in the execution of our criminal 
laws, not to be ſurpaſſed, as we conceive, by any nation in Europe. 
Nothing further, therefore, ſeems neceſſary to be added on this head, 
except the 40th Clauſe of the prefent Conſolidated Slave-Bill, which 
directs, that in all caſes where the puniſhment of death is inflicted 


the execution ſhall be performed in a public part of the pariſh, and | 


with due ſolemnity; and care ſhall be taken by the gaoler or de- 


puty-marſhal, that the criminal is free from intoxication at the 


time of his trial, and from thence to, and at the time of, his exe- 
cution, under the penalty of five pounds: and the mode of ſuch' exe- 


cution is directed to be, hanging by the neck, and no other: It is 


likewiſe provided, that where ſeveral ſlaves are capitally convicted for 


the ſame offence, one only ſhall ſuffer death, except in caſes of murder 
- or rebellion, - | 


Bur the Committee cannot quit this ſubject, without obſerving, 


that the number of negroes at this time actually living within this 


iſtand, is much greater than appears on the tax- rolls, from whence 
the preceding ſtatement is taken; for, in moſt pariſhes of the iſland, 
it is cuſtomary to exempt perſons who have not more than ſix ne- 
groes from the payment of taxes on ſlaves; whereby many of the 


. (eſpecially in the towns) are not given in to the different 


veſtries, and the returns of a great many other are fraudulently con- 
cealed: we judge, after diligent inveſtigation, that the whole num- 


ber of negro ſlaves now actually in the iſland, are 240, ooo at the 
_ ns 


On the third ground of enquiry, we are to demonſtrate, ** That 
the laws have made proviſion to grant ſlaves days reſt, and to prevent 


their being in want of the neceſſaries of life.” Although we conceive 


that this aſſertion has been ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, by the recital already 
given of ſuch clauſes of our laws as relate to the ſubſiſtence of our 
ſlaves; yet, as the words, “ ſufficient time,” in one of the clauſes re- 
ferred to, left a diſcretionary power in the maſter, we ſhall take oc- 
caſion, in a ſubſequent part of our report, to ſhew that the legiſlature 
has provided a remedy againſt any poſſible abuſe of ſuch diſcretionary 
„„ e authority: 
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authority : But the further diſcuſſion of this ſubject is deferred, until 
we treat of the new ſlave- bill, paſſed the preſent ſeſſion. N 
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Ox K rain and Iaſt ground of our reſearches, namely, to demon- 
ſtrate, That the decreaſe of our ſlaves does not ariſe from the cauſes af= 
figned in the petitions preſented to the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, but from 
other cauſes not imputable to us, and which the people of Great- Britain 
do not ſeem to comprehend ;”” the Committee, after diligent enquiry and 


1 inveſtigation, are of opinion, that the following are the principal cauſes 
4 to which the alledged decreaſe of our ſlaves ought juſtly to be imputed: 
A 1/t, The diſproportion between the ſexes, in the annual importations from 
i Africa 24, The liſi of new negroes, on or ſoon after their arrival, from 
9 epidemic diſeaſes brought from Africa, or contracted in the voyage. 

1 RxsPECTING the firſt of theſe cauſes, the Committee have ex- 
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amined the moſt conſiderable African factors reſiding in this iſland, as 
to the relative numbers of males and females imported and ſold annu- 
ally, for ſeveral years paſt; and it appears from the examination of 
Robert Hibbert Eſquire, a member of this Houſe, that of 16, 254 
negroes, imported and ſold by Meſſrs. Hibberts & Jackſon, between 
the years 1704 and 1774, 10, 149 were males, and 6, 145 females : It 
likewiſe appears, from the examinations of Meſſrs. Coppells, Meſſrs. 
Rainfords, Meſſrs. Mures & Dunlop, and Alexandre Lindo, merchant, 
that out of 32,881 ſlaves, ſold by them collectively, within theſe ſe- 
ven years laſt paſt, the number of males was 20,487, and of fe- 


males 12, 394: The relative proportion of the whole is, five males 
to three females. | | | | 


Wr have annexed to this report, extracts from the books of the 
aforeſaid factors as produced by them to this Committee, and from 


which the above ſtatement is formed :—They are marked, No. 1. 
No. 2. No. 3. No. 4. and No. 5. 


Wir reſpect to the ſecond cauſe of ſuch decreaſe, our enquiries, 
for the preſent, have been confined to the number of new negroes 
that have periſhed in the harbours of this iſland, between the time of 
their having been reported at the cuſtom-houſe, and the day of fale ; 
all which are included in official books and returns, as negroes actu- 
ally imported, From the examination of Mr, Lindo it appears, that 
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2 1 
out of 7, 873 negroes, conſigned to him as factor in the years 1786, 


1787, & 1788, and reported at the cuſtom-houſe, no leſs than 363 pe- 
riſhed in the harbour of Kingſton before the day of ſale; and if the 


ſame proportion of deaths be allowed to the whole of the Africans 


imported ſince the conqueſt of the iſland to the preſent time (an al- 
lowance which, on many accounts, we conceive to be moderate), the 
numbers that have thus periſhed are very conſiderable. We have 
thought it neceſſary to inveſtigate this circumſtance, with as much 
preciſion as the ſubject will admit; and having, from the books of 
the Receiver- general, and other ſufficient authorities, procured the 
moſt exact account that can be formed, of the imports and exports 


of negroes into and from this iſland, from the year 1655 (the time 


of its conqueſt) to December 1787, we find the imports to amount 


to 676, 276 negroes; of which, according to the proportion above 


ſtated, no leſs than 31,181 will appear to have died on ſhipboard 


after entry, although they ſtand in the books of office as conſtituting 


part of the actual numbers ſuppoſed to have been diſtributed among 


the planters, and deſtroyed by neglect, exceſſive labour, or other mal- 
treatment. HP | 


TRE Committee are of opinion, that theſe data lead to important 
concluſions: For, if the negroes that have periſhed as above, and 
the further number of 160, 446 (being the total of the exports), ma- 
king together 191, 627, be ſubtracted from the total of the imports, 


it will appear, that the full number of ſlaves which have been in- 


troduced and left in the country, from the conqueſt of the iſland to 


December 178), is reduced to 484,049 : Of this number, if a further 
reduction of two-fifths be made, (which muſt have happened in any 


country, and under any ſyſtem of government), to bring the ſexes 


to an equality, the balance is 290,791. A further reduction muſt 


likewiſe be made, for . negroes that have deſerted from their owners 
and left the iſland; many hundreds, within theſe few years, having 
been inveigled over to Cuba, and great numbers have been ſtolen 


by privateers in times of war; others are annually carried to Europe, 


and ſhipped off the, iſland by their owners, of which no account is 
preſerved, excluſive of ſuch as were executed and tranſported, in the 
ſeveral great rebellions, and ſuch as have been tranſported for other 
offences, by the ſentence of the law. It is impoſſible to aſcertain, 
with preciſion, the reſult of theſe ſeveral combined cauſes ; but we 


conceive, 
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1 
conceive, that a loſs of 1 3,000 negroes, at the leaſt, may be juſtly aſ- 
ſigned to them fince the firſt ſettlement of the iſland, which is not. 


quite an average of a hundred per annum; and which brings the re- 
mainder to 277,791.—On the other hand, to the number of 240,000 


- Negroes actually living in the iſland on the 31ſt of December, 1787, as 


before ſtated, muſt be added the people called the Maroons, amounting, 
by the laſt returns, to about 1300 ; and allo, all the free negroes and 
people of colour, the latter as being deſcendants from the black females 


of the original ſtock. 


IT is not eaſy to aſcertain either of theſe claſſes with any degree of 
preciſion. from the tax-rolls, or from the law which requires free 
negroes to take out certificates, and wear the badge of their free- 
dom, as the law is very ſeldom complied with, many of the free 
negroes conſidering the badge rather as a token of diſgrace, than a 


mark of diſtinction: We judge, on a looſe computation, that the free 


negroes and people of colour, of all ages and both ſexes, cannot 
amount together to leſs than 500 in each pariſh, on an average of 
the whole; which gives 10,000 :—The total is 251,300, which being 
ſubtracted from 277,791, leaves 26,491 as the number which would 
have decreaſed ſince the year 1655, under all circumſtances, and ſup- 
poſing even that the ſexes had been equally diſtributed. 


_ We ſhall now point out the principal cauſes to which this morta- 
lity is juſtly chargeable. It is but too well known to the Houſe, 
that in the ſeveral years 1780, 1781, 1784, 1785, and 1786, it pleaſed 


Divine Providence to viſit this iſland with repeated hurricanes, which 


| ſpread deſolation throughout moſt parts of the iſland ; but the pa- 
riſhes which ſuffered more remarkably than the reſt, were thoſe of 


Weſtmoreland, Hanover, Saint James, Trelawny, Portland, and Saint 


Thomas in the Eaſt. By theſe deſtructive viſitations, the plantain- 


walks, which furniſh the chief article of ſupport. to the negroes, 


were generally rooted up, and the intenſe droughts which followed, 


| O 


deſtroyed thoſe different ſpecies of ground-provifions which the hur- 


ricanes had not reached. The ſtorms of 1780 and 1781 happening 


during the time of war, no foreign ſupplies, except a trifling aſſiſt- 


_ ance from prize-veſſels, could be obtained on any terms, and a fa- 


mine enſued in the leeward parts of the iſland, which deſtroyed many 


| thouſand negroes. After the ſtorm of the zoth July 1784, the Licu- 


tenant-Governor, by the advice of his Council, publiſhed a procla- 
mation, 
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mation, dated the 7th of Auguſt, permitting the free importation 


of provifions and lumber in foreign bottoms, for four months from 
that period. As this was much too ſhort a time, to give ſufficient 
notice, and obtain all the ſupplies that were neceſſary, the ſmall 


in conſequence of the proclamation, ſoon roſe to ſo exorbitant a 


price, as to induce the Aſſembly, on the gth of November following, 
to preſent an addreſs to the Lieutenant- Governor, requeſting him to 
prolong the term until the latter end of March 1785 ; obſerving, that 
it was impoſſible for the natural productions of the country to come 


to ſuch maturity as to be wholeſome food, before that time. The 


term of four months not being expired when this addreſs was pre- 


ſented, the Lieutenant-Governor declined to comply therewith ; but, 


on the 1ſt of December following, the Houle repreſented, that a pro- 
longation of the term was then abſolutely neceſſary: They obſerve, 
that, perſuaded of the reluctance with which His Honour would be 
brought to deviate from regulations which he felt himſelf bound to 


obſerve, it would give them much concern to addreſs him on the 


ſame occaſion a ſecond time, were they not convinced that it was 
in a caſe of ſuch extreme neceſſity as to juſtify ſuch a deviation. 
Accordingly, the Lieutenant-Governor, by the advice of His Majeſty's 


Council, directed, that the time formerly limited ſhould be extended 


to the 31ſt of January then next enſuing (1785): but, at the ſame 


time, he informed the Houſe, that he was not at liberty to deviate 


any longer from the regulations which had been eſtabliſhed in Great- 
Britain. 


FROM the 31ſt of January 178 5, therefore, the ports continued 


ſhut, and the ſufferings of the poor negroes, in conſequence thereof, 


for ſome months afterwards, were extreme: Providentially, the ſeaſons 
became more favourable about May, and conſiderable quantities of 
corn and ground-provifions were gathered in by the month of Au- 
guſt, when the fourth ſtorm happened, and the Lieutenant-Governor 


immediately ſhut the ports againſt the exportation of any of our pro- 


viſions to the French and Spaniſh iſlands, which were ſuppoſed to 
have ſuffered more than ourſelves ; but not thinking himſelf at li- 
berty to permit the importation of proviſions in American veſſels, the 
productions of the country were ſoon exhauſted, and the uſual attend- 
ants of ſcanty and unwholeſome diet, dropſies, and epidemic dyſenteries, 


were 


quantities of flour, rice, and other proviſions, which were imported 
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were again dreadfully prevalent in the ſpri ng and ſummer of 1786, 
and proved fatal to great numbers of the negroes, in all parts of 
the country, 5 2 


On the 2oth of October in that year, happened the fifth dreadful 
hurricane, which again laid waſte the leeward pariſhes, and completed 
the tragedy. We decline to enlarge on the conſequences which fol- 
lowed, left we may appear to exaggerate ; but having endeavoured to 


compute, with as much accuracy as the ſubje& will admit, the num- 
ber of our ſlaves whoſe deſtruction may be fairly attributed to theſe 
repeated calamities, and the unfortunate meaſure of interdicting fo- 


reign ſupplies, and for this purpoſe compared the imports and re- 
turns of negroes for the laſt ſeven years, with thoſe of ſeven years 
preceding, we heſitate not, after every allowance for adventitious 
cauſes, to fix the whole at 15,000: This number we firmly believe to 
have periſhed of famine, or of diſeaſes contracted by ſcanty and un- 
wholeſome diet, between the latter end of 1780 and the beginning 


of 1787. 


Bur the moſt general and prevailing cauſes of the decreaſe of our 
ſlaves, and which are abundantly ſufficient to account for the loſs 
which is not already accounted for, are palpable to every obſerver : 
They are undoubtedly, %, The great proportion of deaths that 00 5 
among negroes newly imported, (excluſively of the mortality which has 
been ſtated to occur before landing); and, 2dly, The loſs which prevails 
among the negro infants that are born in the country: — Of the latter, 
it is believed that one-fourth part periſh within fourteen days of the 
birth ; but we can form no preciſe eſtimate of the proportionate loſs 
of new negroes, inaſmuch as the diſeaſes with which many of them 
are afflicted, put on various appearances, and are of a tedious and 
lingering nature, and may therefore be ſuch as are common both to 
the new negroes and the old : Nevertheleſs, in order to collect the beſt 
information in our power, on ſubjects ſo intereſting to the community, 
we have thought it neceſſary to take the examinations thereon, of 
ſome gentlemen who are eminent in the knowledge and practice of 
phyſic and ſurgery :—To theſe examinations (which are marked No. 6. 
No. 7. and No. 8.) the Committee refer ; and are happy to obſerve, 
that it is extremely probable, the regulating a& lately paſſed by the 
Britiſh Parliament, when further matured, will greatly — 
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leflen in future that dreadful mortality, which there has been too much 
cauſe to lament, as well in the voyages from Africa, as among the 
negroes after their arrival in the Weſt-Indies. With ſuch happy con- 
ſequences, reſulting from the beneficial proviſions of the ſaid act of the 
Britiſh Parliament, and the encouragement which has been given by a 
bill paſſed in this ifland this preſent ſeſſion, to the overſeers of our 
plantations, to induce them to take all poſſible care of the new-born 
infants, (as will hereafter be more particularly mentioned). the Com- 
mittee have no reaſon to ſuppoſe. that the encreaſe of our negroes by 
generation (from the time that the ſexes ſhall become nearly equal in 
point of number) will fall ſhort of the natural encreaſe which occurs 
among the labouring poor of Great- Britain. e 


Tux Committee might here conclude their report; but havin 
referred to a new bill, which has paſſed the Houſe this preſent ſeſſion, 


for giving further protection and ſecurity to our ſlaves, and for al- 


tering the mode of trial of ſuch as ſhall be charged with capital of- 
fences, we think ourſelves called upon, in juſtice to the Houſe, to 


ſubjoin an abridgment of the principal clauſes and proviſions contained 


therein. 


* Tre diſtinguiſhing feature of this bill, as the title imports, is the 
PE. 5 e alteration 


* As a conſiderable alteration has been made in the new Conſolidated Act, in the clauſe 


to which the abovementioned paragraph relates, Mr. Fuller has thought it proper to com- 


municate to the public the following letter from the Committee of Correſpondence, which 
he received by the Greyhound packet, at the ſame time that he received the ſaid act. 


SIR, | Spaniſh Town, Famaica, 11th December, 1788, 


HeREwiTH you will receive a copy of our new Conſolidated Slave Act, which received 
the Governor's aſſent on Saturday the ſixth inſtant. It is neceſſary that His Majeſty's 
miniſters ſhould be apprized of a conſiderable alteration made therein ſince the report of 
the Houſe on the ſubject of the ſlave trade, tranſmitted to you by the laſt packet. In that 


report it was ſtated, that the mode of trial of our ſlaves was by referring all capital caſes 


to the juriſdiction of the courts of quarter- ſeſſion; by which regulation, it was urged, that 
the offender would have the ſecurity both of a grand, and petty jury; and a claule to this 
effect conſtituted part of the bill when it paſſed the Aſſembly. To this regulation the 
Council objected, conceiving that the mode of trial thus propoſed, approximated too 


nearly to the mode of trying white perſons, and that local policy required a diſtinEtion. 


A free conference was held on this ſubject, which laſted two days, and the Houſe was zt 
length induced to agree to the alterations in the juriſdiction as they now ſtand, being . 
| | henſive 
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alteration in the mode of trials of our ſlaves, by referring all capital 
offences to the juriſdiction of the courts of quarter-ſeflion, which 
are held every three months in the ſeveral precincts and pariſhes of 
the iſland. By this regulation, the offender will have the ſecurity, 
both of a grand and petit jury; and even the ſuſpicion of partiality 
or undue influence will be obviated. It is further enacted, That no 
leſs than three juſtices, one of whom to be of the Quorum, ſhall 
conſtitute a court at the trial of ſlaves at the quarter- ſeſſions; and that 
if the jury apply to the court, to ſuſpend the execution of the ſentence, 
until the pleaſure of the Commander in Chief is known, the court 
ſhall be obliged to ſuſpend the ſame for thirty days. 


PETTy offences, for which no puniſhment exceeding fifty laſhes 


and ſix months confinement to hard labour, is aſſigned, are cogni- 


zable before two juſtices of the peace; and it is expreſsly declared, 
that neither the courts of quarter-ſeſſion, nor the juſtices, ſhall have 
power to order any ſlave to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence 


wWhatſoever. 


Bux another clauſe, encouragement is given to all maſters and miſ- 
treſſes, owners, or, in their abſence, overſeers of ſlaves, as much as 
in them lies, to endeavour the inſtruction of their ſlaves in the prin-- 
ciples of the Chriſtian religion, thereby to facilitate their converſion, 
and fit them for baptiſm ; and, as ſoon as conveniently they can, they 
ſhall cauſe to be baptiſed all ſuch as they can make ſenſible of a Deity, 


and the Chriſtian faith. 


ANOTHER very important object of this bill is the correction of two 
material errors which had been accidentally made in.the conſolidated 


ſlave- bill of laſt year: The words, ** without benefit of clergy,” in the 


henſive that the Bill would otherwiſe be loſt. At the ſame time we have the pleaſure to 
obſerve, that the various other regulations for the ſecurity and protection of our ſlaves re- 
main as ſtated in the ſaid report; and are now confirmed into a law. | 


We are, Sir, your moſt obedient Servants. 
Stephen Fuller, Eſq. Signed by nine Members of the Committee. 


N. B. By the new Conſolidated Law, capital offences are to be tried by three juſtices, 
and nine jurors taken from the panel returned to the court of quarter - ſeſſions. 


D | clauſe 
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clauſe which aſſigns the puniſhment of death to perſons wantonly 
killing a negro or other ſlave, having been undeſignedly omitted theſe 
are now reſtored: And another clauſe in the faid conſolidated ſlave- 
bill, which inflicted puniſhments on perſons wantonly and cruelly 
beating ſlaves, and impriſoning them without ſufficient ſupport, having 
been e not to extend to ſuch ſlaves as were the property of the 


offender, has been amended, and the protection which it affords is now. 
extended to all ſlaves, without diſtinction. 


FougrRPR, in the view of reſtraining arbitrary puniſhments, it is, 
by the ſaid bill, enacted, That no flave on any plantation or ſettlement, 
or in any of the workhouſes or gaols in this iſland, ſhall receive more 
than ten laſhes at one time, and for one offence, unleſs the owner, 
attorney, guardian, executor, adminiſtrator, or overſeer of ſuch plan- 
tation or ſettlement, or ſuperviſor of ſuch workhouſe, or keeper of 
ſuch gao], ſhall be preſent; and no ſuch owner, attorney, guardian, 
executor, adminiſtrator, or overſeer, ſuperviſor, or gaol-keeper, ſhall, 
on any account, puniſh a ſlave with more than thirty-nine laſhes, at one LL 
time, and for one oftence, under the penalty of five pounds for every — 
offence, to be recovered againſt the perſon directing or permitting 
ſuch puniſhment. 1 


ANOTHER object of this bill (as bath been already obſerved) is to 
ſecure to our ſlaves days of reſt, and ſufficient time to cultivate their 
| grounds, in order to prevent their being in want of the neceſſaries of 
= - life: For which purpoſe, after reciting, that although it hath been 

cuſtomary with the planters in this iſland to allow their ſlaves one day 
in every fortnight (excluſive of Sundays); yet this indulgence not 
being compulſory, it is enacted by the ſaid bill, that the ſlaves belong- 
i ing to, or employed on, every plantation or ſettlement, ſhall, over and 
N above the uſual holidays allowed them at Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whit- 
1 ſuntide, be allowed one day in every fortnight, to cultivate their own 
| proviſion- grounds (exelufive of Sundays), except during the time of 
crop, under the penalty of ten pounds, to be recovered againſt the 
_ overſeer, or other perſon having the care of ſuch ſlaves. And, 


| LASTLY, with intention to prevent, as far as poſſible, the great 
mortality which has been ſtated to prevail among the new-born negro 
infants, it is alſo enacted, That, in caſe it ſhall appear, to the ſatif- 
l 8 . 5 faction 


1 9 1 


faction of the juſtices and veſtry of each pariſh, from the returns re- 
quired to be made annually, there has been a natural encreaſe in the 
number of ſlaves on any ſuch plantation, pen, or other ſettlement, the 
overſeer ſhall be entitled to receive from the owner or proprietor of ſuch 
plantation, pen, or other ſettlement, the ſum of twenty ſhillings for 
every ſlave born on ſuch plantation, pen, or other ſettlement, and which 
ſhall be then living, at the time of giving in ſuch annual returns; and 
the owner or proprietor of ſuch plantation, pen, or other ſettlement, 
ſhall have a deduction, from the firſt of his or her public taxes that 
| ſhall become due, of the ſum ſo paid to the overſeer, on producing a 
certificate of the juſtices and veftry of ſuch encreaſe, and a receipt of 
the overſeer for the ſum ſo paid. N : 


Your Committee cannot conclude without obſerving, that if, not- 
withſtanding all that we have urged in onr own vindication, from the 
groundleſs charges that have been made on our humanity in the treat- 

ment of ſlaves, it ſhall be determined by the Britiſh Parliament to 

aboliſh the African trade altogether (a meaſure which muſt, in the 

reſult, rum the ſugar iſlands) we truſt in the juſtice of the Britiſh 

nation, that we ſhall not be made the ſacrifice on this occaſion, but 

that the Legiſlature will give us ſuch a compenſation, as the conſequent 

diminution in the value of our properties, and their ultimate deſtruction, 

ſhall entitle us to expect. We have the greater reaſon to indulge this 

expectation, from the juſtice that has been done to the late proprietors. 
of Florida, and alſo to ſuch of the African merchants as would be ſuf- 

ferers by the late regulations. 
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1767. Per ſhip Society, 
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No. 1. 
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and Jackſon, from the year 1764 to 1774. 


Feels. | Imported from. 

1764. Per ſnow Oſwego, Anamaboe, 
Per ſnow Ford, Bonny, 

Per ſhip Captain, Anamaboe, 


Per ſhip Black Prince, Ditto, 
Per ſhip Tryall, Old Calabar, 


Per ſhip Jupiter, Ditto, 

Per ſhip Anamaboe, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Cato, Calabar, 
Per ſhip Ingram, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Society, Whydah, 
Per ſhip Dolphin, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Amelia, Calabar, 


Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Sandwich, Old Calabar, 
Per brigantine Sam, Angola, 

Per ſnow Plumper, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Marlborough, Ditto, 

Per ſhip Cornwall, Angola, 

Per ſhip Rumbold, Bonny, 

Per ſhip King David, Calabar, 


1766. Per ſhip Indian Queen, Ditto, 


Per ſhip Eſther, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Ingram, Ditto, 

Per brigantine Thomas, Angola, 
Per ſhip Captain, 
Per ſhip Knight, Whydab, 
Per ſhip Jenny, Ditto, 
Ditto, 


Windward Coaſt, 


Males. 


Females. 


100 
130 


93 
3 


141 
81 


411 
164 
-90 
140 
106. 


120 
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Account of Negroes imported from Africa, ſold by Hibberts 


Taal. 


273 
257 
282 
146 
4.30 


1227 
374 


458 
295 
308 


35 
344 
311 


315 
241 


284 


267 
308 
408 
318 


383 
341 


281 


273 
228 


288 
196 
286 


1707, 


[ar -*] 
Benin, 
Windward Coaſt, 
Ditto, 
rin, 
Ditto, ITS 
Windward Coaſt, 
Calabar, 


| Windward Coaſt, 


1767. Per ſnow Peggy, 
1768. Per ſhip Society 
1769. Per ſhip Bloſſom, 
Per ſnow Peggy, 
Per ſhip Ann, 
Per ſnow Hannah, 
Per ſhip King David, 
Per ſhip Lancaſhire 
Witch, 
Per brig William, Ditto, 
1 Per ſhip Nancy, Anamaboe, 
| 1770. Per ſhip Corſican Hero, Windward Coaſt, 
Per ſhip Ingram, Ditto, 
Per ſhip Benin, Benin, 
Per ſhip Unity, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Society, Ditto, 
Per ſhip Indian Queen, Calabar, 
Per ſnow Hannah, Anamaboe, 
5 1771. Per ſhip Jamaica, Windward Coaſt, 
| 1772. Per ſnow Africa, Anamaboe, 
7 Per ſhip Ingram, Ditto, 
Per ſnow Hannah, Ditto, 
1773. Per brig Will, Papaw, 
>: Per brig Bec, - Anamaboe, 
74 1774. Per brig Lively, Gambia, 
= Per ſhip Jenny, Calabar, 
” 1 Per ſnow Robert, Windward Coaſt, 
"x Per ſnow Woortman, Anamaboe, 
Per ſnow Marcia, Calabar, 
Per ſhip Marquis 
Rockin gham N 5 Amatmahes, 
Per ſnow Grace, Bonny, 
Per ſhip Corfican Hero, Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Ruſſell, Ditto, 
Per ſhip Hawke, Windward Coaſt, 
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113 
236 


Males. Females. 


101 


Total. 
214. 
351 
193 
214 
276 
262 
157 
275 


160 
240 
294 
279 
335 
407 
278 


178 


295 
3 + 
24.5 
274 
232 
131 
92 
95 
183 


129 
203 


166 


272 


235 
T42 
275 
417 
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No. 


Account of Negroes mpoched from Africa, and ſold by 
Meſſrs. Coppells, 


n 


Males. Females. 
1782, November. Per hip Molly, Gold Coaſt, 450 101 


Per ſhip William, Calabar, £709. 202 

1783, May. Per ſhip Eagle, Gold Coaſt, 301 I 56 

July. Per ſhip Tartar, Angola, 202 --- 190 

Auguſt. Per fhip George, Gold Coaſt, 437 170 

December, Per ſhip St. Leger, Angola, 365 179 

27 March. Per ſhip Liverpool, Bonny, 219 152 

April. Per ſhip Tom, Gold Coaſt, CV 

Per ſhip William, Old Calabar, 187 100 

June. Per ſhip Molly, Gold Coaſt, 334 188 

Per ſhip Brooks, Ditto, 204 -- - 210. Mn 

Per ſhip Garnet, Ditto, 197 122 1 

Auguſt. Per ſhip Roſe, Bonny, . = 
September. Per ſhip Mungo, Gold Coaſt, 231 130 

November. Per ſhip Tartar, Bonny, 2230 19 9 

Per ſhip George, — 7 9 

December, Per ſhip Highfield, Gold Coaſt, 295 146 == 

Per ſhip Viper, —_ y | 

1785, February. Per ſhip Benedict, Calabar, Oc - 128 | 2 

[1 Per ſhip Liverpool, Bonny, 277 21s = 

it March. Per ſhip Elizabeth, Gold Coaſt, 375 198 155 WM 

1} 1787, Joly. - Per ſhip Elizabeth, Ditto, 374 165 2M 

| 1788, January. Per ſhip Betty, Whydaw, 229 18 5 1 
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Account of Negro 


1779. 


1780. 
1782. 


1783. 
1784. 


1785. 


1786. 


1787. 


1788. 


The above is a Lil of ſundry Cargoes of Negroes ſol 


Per ſhip 


Per ſhip 


Per ſhip Rumbold, 


Per ſhip Rumbold, 
Per ſhip Vulture, 
Bellona, 
Per ſhip Gregſon, 
Per ſhip Edwards, 
Per ſhip Jane, 

Per ſhip Stag, 

Per ſhip Nancy, 

Per ſhip 
Per ſhip Vulture, 

Per ſhip Jane, 
Clementina,. 
Per ſhip Molly, 
Per ſhip Gregſon, 
Per brig Iris, 

Per ſhip Vale, 

Per ſhip Gregſon, 
Per ſhip Tom, 


Golden Age, 


[ 3 


* 


No. 3 


Per ſhip King Pepple, 


* 


from Anamaboe, 
Per ſhip Rumbold's Prize, | 


Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Bonny, 
Whydah, 


Bonny, 


Old Calabar, 


Bonny, 


Ditto, 
Whydah, 
Bonny, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


Anamaboe, 


Bonny, 


Anamaboe, 


Ditto, 


Bonny, 


Bonny, 


by Rainford, Blundell, and Rainford. 


es imported from Africa, and 
Meſſrs. Rainfords. 


ſold by 


Maler. F emales. 


179 
180 


304 
243 
392 
267 
247 


168 


292 
249 
352 


28 5 


204 


346 


8 
219 


231 
194 


216 


5254 
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79 


111 


127 


221 
168 
261 
135 


201 


136 


172 
254 
325 
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Account of Negroes imported from Africa, and ſold from 


1781. 


1782. 


1783. 
1784. 


1785. 


1786. 
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1781 to 1780, by Mures and Dunlop. 


Veſſels, 


Atalanta 


Camden, 
Rumbold, 
Mars, 
Neptune, 
Trelawny, 
Africa, 


Bellona, 


| Eliott, 
Mermaid, 


Albion, 


Old England, 


Fenton, 
Trelawny, 
Mungo, 
Molly, 


Commanders. 
James Charles, 


Thomas King, 


Thomas Molineux, 


Robert Paterſon, 


Thomas Jolly, 


William Thoburn, Ny 


James Charles, 


Francis Holland, 


Clemetſon, 


Renolds, 


John Muir, 
John Gellin, 
John Harriſon, 


William Thoburn, 


Silus Jenkins, 


MURES & DUNLOP. 


Males. 
279 
345 
1 
7 
243 


312 
342 
243 


444 


243 


254 


111 
110 
249 

33 


No. 


Females. 
129 
184 
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No. 6. 


The Examination of James Chiſholme, Eſquire, of the 
Pariſh of Clarendon, formerly a Member of this Houſe. 


Saith, F* HAT he ſtudied phyſic at Edinburgh; hath practiſed in 
| this iſland upwards of twenty years; and that, during four- 
tcen years of the time, he hath had the care of 4000 negroes, and up- 
wards. = Os 
Saith, That a great proportion of negro infants periſh between the 
fifth and fourteenth days after their birth ; he believes nearly one-fourth 
part of all that are born. The ſpecies of tetanus by which ſo many 
negro children are deſtroyed, is deſcribed by medical writers under the 
name of opiſthotonus, or that kind of ſpaſm in which the muſcles that 
bend the ſpine backwards, with thoſe of the lower jaw only, are af- 
fected: —It is commonly aſcribed to one of the three following cauſes : 
1//, An affection of the bowels, ariſing from the meconium or faces. 
(lodged there before birth) not being ſufficiently purged off: 2d/y. From 
obſtructed perſpiration : 34/y, From the irritation occaſioned by the 
improper treatment of the fore remaining after the umbilical cord has 
dropped off. He is of opinion, it ſeldom or never proceeds from the 
firſt cauſe ; for it is a very common cuſtom with the midwives, to give 
the children a good deal of oil and ſugar ſoon after they are born, by 
which they are much purged :— notwithſtanding, children ſo treated 
are frequently attacked with this complaint ; beſides, bowel complaints, 
whether in children or adults, though they frequently occaſion con- 
vulfions, and ſometimes palſy, yet he believes they never occaſion fixed 
ſpaſm. In regard to the /econd cauſe, although he makes no doubt it 
may occaſion this complaint in children, as he has certainly ſeen it do 
in adults, yet he is inclined to think it ſeldom does: His reaſons are, 
that when this complaint takes place in adults, from obſtructed perſpi- 
ration, 1t generally runs out to a great length, and is not generally fa- 
tal ; whereas the complaint in the infints we are now treating of, al- 
ways terminates in a few days, and is almoſt univerſally fatal: —further, 
this complaint in infants conſtantly makes its appearance between the 
fifth and fourteenth day after birth; but children are not more ſub- 


je& to colds at that, than at any other period. The ird cauſe ap- 
| pears 
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pears generally, if not in every inſtance, to occaſion this diſorder ;— 
it is univerſally known, that whatever vellicates or irritates the minute 
branches of nerves, whether by puncture, laceration, burning, or fric- 
tion on a raw place, will in tropical climates occaſion this complaint 
even in adults, but much more readily in the tender bodies of iat ; 
we alſo know, that in negro children, after the umbilical cord has 
fallen off, the raw part, after being ſlightly covered with lint or rag, is 
bound round with a coarſe cloth, and that in a few hours is ſoaked in the 
child's urine; in which ſtate it is ſuffered to remain, producing a de- 
gree of irritation much more than ſufficient to produce this ſpaſm. 
When it is conſidered that this complaint takes place between the fifth 
and fourteenth day only, it muſt be allowed to be excited by ſome cauſe 
that is alſo confined to the fame period ; but the cauſe juſt mentioned 
is the only one that occurs at no other period in lite, as far as we 
know. 

Saith, That if he is right in his theory, reſpeAing the cons of this 
complaint, it will be ſuppoſed that the remedy is obvious, as it will be 
only directing a greater attention to be paid to the dreſſing and cleanli- 
neſs of the infant during the period above alluded to: But, ſimple as 
this may appear in theory, thoſe who are much converſant with Negroes, 
will be aware of the difficulty, if not impoſlibility, of putting it in 
practice, in a degree ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe: For, ſuch is the 
ignorance, obſtinacy, and inattention of negroes; ſo little regard have 
they for each other, and ſo averſe are they to executing the directions 
of white people, when repugnant to their own prejudices, that he be- 
lieves the evil can never be wholly remedied, while we are obliged to 
employ negroes as nurſes. 


Being aſked, Whether he hath not obſerved a great mortality among 
negroes newly imported, and to what cauſe or cauſes he imputes the 
ſame ? 

Saith, That a very great number of newly- imported negroes are loſt 
by diſeaſes, the prediſpoſing cauſes of which they bring to this coun- 
try along with them: Moſt new negroes, when firſt landed, are much 
ſubject to putrid complaints, ariſing from a ſcorbutic habit contracted 
during the voyage, which frequently manifeſts itſelf ſoon after they are 
landed, in putrid dyſenteries, or by foul ulcers, tending ſtrongly to 
mortification. Many negroes, while aboard, are affected with che 
moſt virulent venereal complaints; others have the yaws ; ſome, ma- 
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hgnant ulcers ;'all of which, when the day of ſale draws near, are, by: 


the management of the ſhip's ſurgeon, dried up, and the morbid mat- 


ter repelled into the ſyſtem ; ſo that the ſurface of the ſkin ſhall appear 
clean and ſmooth for a time, but which afterwards creates the moſt 
— * too frequently —— all attempts to cure. 


(Signed) | JA. CHISHOLME. 


No. 7. 


T be Exaniinarics of Adam Anderſon, of the Pariſh of. 


St. Ann, Practitioner i in Phyfic and Surgery. 


Saith, HAT he had the 8 of phyſie and ſurgery in 8 


deen; that he afterwards ſtudied at Edinburgh, Leyden, 


and London, and has practiſed phyſic in this iſland upwards of 28 
years; and formerly, with a PR had 55 phyſical care of near 


4000 {laves. 
Saith, He is of opinion that ane-fourth part of the negro inflate 


periſh before the ninth day from the birth, of the tetanus or locked- 
Jaw ; a diforder which the negroes call the Jaw-fall; and that its af- 
fecting infants of that age, is- peculiar to- the Weſt-Indies : That he 


is of opinion one-tenth part of the white infants periſh in the ſame: 


manner. 


- Saith, That he made enquiry, when in- Great Britain about four 


years ago, and could hear of no ſuch diſorder : That he is warranted' 


to ſay it is peculiar to the Weſt-Indies, from a late publication of the 
famous Doctor Cullen of Edinburgh; who, in treating of the locked- 


Jaw in infants, ſays, © he ſpeaks only from information, for he never 
met with it in the courſe of his practice,” 


| Saith, That he has made enquiry amongſt the moſt ſenſible negro: 
women, and that he never could learn the diforder was known in 


Africa. 
Saitb, That he imputes the cauſe to the irritation X a putrid mat- 
ter, 


E } 


ter, generated about the umbilicus or navel during the ſeparation of the 
chord; which generally happens from the fifth to the ſeventh day: 
That the diſorder may likewiſe proceed from cold, or the meconium 
not being properly carried off: But theſe cauſes occur very ſeldom :— 
That the firſt ſymptom is an uneaſineſs in the infant, and refuſal of the 
breaſt; in the pn of a few hours the jaw cloſes, a general ſpaſm 
takes place, and death commonly enſues in the courſe of twenty-four 
hours: That immediately before death, a general relaxation comes on, 
and the lower jaw falls on the breaſt; thence called e by the 
negroes. 

Saith, That he does not believe the diſorder, in general, is owing to 
any improper mode of treatment of the infant, as he has often known 
it occur notwithſtanding the greateſt care; and that, from the rapidity 
of the diſorder, and the tender age of the patient, he knows of no cer- 
tain remedy that ſucceeded, either from the application of opiates, or 
any other medicine, once in twenty times : That it occurs in high and. 
healthy ſituations as well as in. low ones, in mountainous diſtricts as well 
as thoſe near the ſea fide. 

Saith, That great loſſes are ſuſtained in the encreaſe of negroes, from 
the length of time the negro women continue their children at the breaſt, . 
ſeldom leſs than two years, and many of them more: That there is no 
remedying this evil, without great diſcontent; as the mother, during 
the time of her being a nurſe, is commonly allowed an hour in turning 
out to labour, later than the other negroes ; ; and returning. an hour ear- - 
lier from labour. 

Saith, He is of opinion, that many negro children die of that diſ- 
order peculiar to the Africans, called the yaws, particularly if they are 
infected during the firſt year; which the mothers in general Ah to 
effect, on purpoſe to excuſe themſelves from labour. 

Saith, He is of opinion, notwithſtanding thoſe inconveniences al- 
ready enumerated, there is very conſiderable. encreaſe of negroes on 
the properties of this iſland, particularly in the pariſh where he re- 
fides. 

Saith, That as loſſes ſuſtained in ſeaſoning newly imported negroes, 


are chiefly owing to the many diſorders they bring with them, either 


from Africa, or contracted on board ſhip ; ſuch as, venereals, the vauss, 
and old habitual ulcers. 


Saitb, The number of obſtinate caſes he has met with, induced him 
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to enquire of ſurgeons that had been in that trade, reſpecting the mode 
of treatment during the voyage; and that he has been informed, it was 
cuſtomary to ſuppreſs venereals by aſtringent injections; to cauſe the 
yaws and ulcers to diſappear by iſchuretic waſhes ; and on the day of 
ſale, or a few days before, to hide the ſcars with blacking and palm- 


oil: That the epidemic dyſentery is frequent on board ſhip; and though 


the ſurgeons have a method of concealing it on the day of fale, in ſome 
meaſure, by aſtringents, yet it frequently breaks out after the negroes 


have landed, with double fury : Of which he remembers the following 


remarkable inſtance in Colin Campbell, of Saint Ann's, having bought 


thirty negroes in Kingſton ; an epidemic dyſentery broke out among 


them ſoon after their arrival at the plantation, of which twenty-four 
of them died; the diſorder was communicated to the reſt of the 
negroes on the plantation, and ſeveral of them likewiſe fell a ſacrifice 


40 tte 


(Signed) ADAM ANDERSON. 


No. 8. 


The Examination of John Quier, of the Pariſh of St. John, 


Practitioner in Phyſic and Surgery. 


Saith, HAT he ſtudied ſurgery in London, and phyſic at Ley- 


den; and ſerved His Majeſty as an aſſiſtant ſurgeon in the 


military hoſpitals, in the former war in Germany : That he has prac- 
tiſed in this iſland for upwards of twenty-one years: That for the 


greater part of that time, he has had from 4000 to 5000 ſlaves con- 


ſtantly under his care, in the pariſhes of St. John and St. Thomas in 


the Vale, and of late years in the pariſh of Clarendon. 
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Saith, That the local cieumftances, attending difference of ſituation 
in this iſland, occaſion ſo great a diverſity in the diſeaſes to which the 
inhabitants of different parts of this country are ſubject, that very 
few obſervations thereon will be found to be univerſally true: That 
he has not in general obſerved any very great mortality amongſt negro 
infants ſoon after their birth, in that part of the country where he 
practiſes, nor any peculiar diſeaſe to which they are more ſubject than 
any other children would be under the ſame circumſtances ; namely : 
1//, The known want of cleanlineſs, ariſing from the obſtinate at- 
tachment of negro women to their own old cuſtoms, particularly 
to one ſo evidently miſchievous, in a warm climate, as that of not 
ſhifting the child's cloaths for the firſt three days after its birth; and 
ſometimes from the deficiency of linen, and other neceſſaries proper for 
a new- born infant: 24%, The nature of their habitations; ſometimes 
ſuffocating with heat and ſmoke; at others, when the fire ſubſides, 
eſpecially by night, admitting the cold damp air through innumerable 
crevices and holes of the walls, which are ſeldom kept in proper re- 
pair; which ſudden tranſition from heat to cold, by occaſioning peri- 
pneumonic fevers, he thinks to be the moſt general cauſe of the death 
of new- born negro infants in that part of the country where he prac- 
tiſes: And /a/ily, the injudicious cuſtom of ſuckling a new-born child, 
for the firſt week after its birth, or longer, with the milk of a woman 
who often has a child at her breaſt a year old, or perhaps older. 
Ssaith, That, in his opinion, difficult labours happen as frequently 
amongſt negro women here, as amongſt the females of the labouring 
poor in England ; but that he has not obſerved that a greater pro- 
portion of the infants of the former periſh in the delivery than of the 
latter. 
Saith, That he does not conceive the tetanus, or locked-jaw, to be 
a diſeaſe common to infants in the part where he practiſes; that he 
apprehends there may be reaſon to ſuppoſe that a ſymptom which 
generally attends approaching death, from whatever cauſe it may pro- 
ceed in children ; viz. a paralyſis of the muſcles of the lower jaw, 
has been frequently miſtaken, by people unacquainted with medicine, 
for the tetanus; as he has often obſerved the ſame name to be given in 
common diſcourſe to both thoſe affections, though of ſo very different 
a nature. 
Saith, That the negro women, 8 ſlaves or free, do not, in his 
opinion, 
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opinion, breed ſo frequently, as the women amongſt the labouring 
poor in Great Britain: that he aſcribes this chiefly to the promifcuous 
intercourſe, which the greater number of negro women indulge them 
ſelves in with the other ſex. That he believes the abortiens, which 
he thinks to be rather frequent amongſt them, to be aſcribable to the 
lame cauſe: That he has not met with any caſes of abortion, which 
he could fairly impute to ill uſage or exceſſive labour: That moderate 
labour is beneficial to pregnant women, as being the beſt means of pre- 
ſerving general health. 

Saith, That the cuſtom of carrying young children into the field, in 
the manner, and with the precautions it is now practiſed, is by no 
means hurtful to the infants. 

Saith, That he believes a greater number of children under the age of 
ten years, die here, than in England: That there are ſome diſorders to 
which children are more liable than adults: that the yaws, a diſeaſe 
originally Atrican, occaſions numbers of them to periſh: that worm 
complaints are more frequent here than in England: and that the ſame 
epidemical diſcaſes, which are incident to children in Europe, viz. the 
1mall-pox, meaſles, and whooping-cough, are equally common to 
negro children here, and in a ſeverer degree: Moreover that, from the 


Frequent ſhifting of the connexion between the ſexes, many children 


are loſt through neglect and the want of maternal affection, which the 
mothers ſeldom retain for their offspring by a former huſband. 
Saith, That, in his opinion, any attempt to reſtrain this licentious 


intercourſe between the ſexes, amongſt the ſlaves in this iſland, in the 


preſent ſtate of their notions of right and wrong, by introducing the 
marriage ceremony amongſt them, would be utterly impracticable, 
and perhaps of dangerous conſequence; as theſe people are univerſally 


known to claim a right of diſpoſing of themſelves in this reſpect, 
according to their own will and pleaſure, without any controul from 


their maſters. 
Saith, That a greater proportion of thoſe called new negroes die, 


than of thoſe that are ſeaſoned to the country: That, in his opinion; 
this is often occaſioned, in thoſe recently imported, by the bad habit of 


body theſe people have contracted from long confinement, bad food, and 
improper treatment in the voyage: That within theſe laſt twenty years, 
the treatment of new negroes in this ifland has been greatly altered 


for 


4 @ } 


for the better: That thoſe people are now, in general, treated .withy 
great humanity and tenderneſs, both before and after they are become 
teaſoned to the country ; and that he does not conceive the great mor- 
tality amongſt them, commonly to ariſe from want of food, or from 
ſevere labour. 


| (Signed) J. QUIER. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


Jovis, 13* die Novembris, 1788. 


HE Houle, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a committee 


of the whole Houſe, to enquire into, an 
th | quire into, and take further i 
conſideration, the ſtate of the iſland : ang 


Mr. Speaker left the chair: 
Mr. Irving took the chair of the committee: 
Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair: 


Mr. Irving, from the committee, reported five reſolutions ; which 


he read in his place, and delivered in at the table; where being again 


ſeverally read by the Clerk, were agreed unto by the Houſe, and are 


as follow ; — 


© 1. RESOLVED, Nem. con. That it be recommended to the Houſ 
to agree to the report made by the chairman of the committee ” 
pointed to examine into, and report to the Houſe, the various la. 
tions and charges which, by the Agent's letters, and the lag 6f 
the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, appear to be contained _ 


great number of petitions, preſented to that Honourable Houſe, on 
3 


the ſubject of the Slave-Trade, and the treatme 
e-Trade, | nt of the n Ti 
this and the reſt of His Majeſty's ſugar colonies ; to e the raw 


ccedings and reſolutions of the Britiſh Parliament thereon; and further 
to conſider whether it may be proper for this Houſe to adopt any, and 
p 3 | 


what, meaſures, on this important occaſion. 


60 4 lat i 
2 N SOLVED, Nem. con. That it be recommended to the Houſe 
to ſend a meſſage to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, to defire 


3 he 


L 83 :] 


he will be pleaſed to tranſmit a copy of the ſaid report, by the packet, 
to His Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State, that the ſame may be 
laid before His Majeſty in Council. e 


« 3. RESOLVED, Nem. con. That it be recommended to the Houſe, 
to direct the Committee of Correſpondence to tranſmit a copy of the 
ſaid report, together with a copy of the former report, to the Agent; 
with directions, that he do cauſe the ſaid two reports to be printed, 
and a copy thereof to be delivered to each Peer of Parliament, and to | 

each of the Members of the Houſe of Commons, and to the ſeveral ; 
Corporations who have preſented petitions to Parliament, praying for 
an abolition of the Slave-Trade;—and that he likewiſe cauſe the ſame 
to be publiſhed throughout the kingdom. : 


* 
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4. RrsoLvEeD, Nem. con. That it be recommended to the Houſe, 
to direct the two ſeveral reports on the ſlave-trade to be immediately 
printed, and that ten copies thereof be delivered to His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and to each Member of the Council and Afſ.- 
ſembly; and that this, or any future Aſſembly, will make good the 


expence thereof. 


 ResoLveD, Nem. con. That the thanks of this Houſe be given, by 
Mr. Speaker, to Bryan Edwards, Eſquire, in his place, for the aſſi- 
duity and induſtry he has exerted in procuring information, and the 
judgment and ability diſplayed in arranging the ſeveral matters con- 
tained in the two reports of the committee on the ſlave- trade, in re- 
futation of the groundleſs aſperſions and charges exhibited againſt the 
inhabitants of this iſland, in the treatment of their ſlaves. 


BY THE HOUSE, - 
GEORGE FRENCH, Cl. Aſſ. 


True Copy, 
GEO. FRENCH, Cl. to the Aſſembly. 
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